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1.WHEN LIFE BEGINS 


There have been attempts to define the 
beginning of life from both philosophical, 
religious ,scientific and legal point of view. 


Philosophical p.o.v 


Aristotle declared that the soul develops first a 
vegetative soul, then animal, and finally human, 
adding that abortions were permissible early in 
pregnancy, before certain biological processes 
began.Hippocrates and Pythagoras asserted 
that fertilization marked the beginning of a 
human life, and that the human soul was 
created at the time of fertilization. 


Religious view 


Concepts of pre-existence are found in various 
forms in Platonism, Judaism, and Islam. 


The Jewish Talmud holds that all life is precious 
but that a fetus is not a person, in the sense of 
termination of pregnancy being considered 
murder. Some medieval Christian theologians 
held that ensoulment occurs when an infant 


takes its first breath of air. They cite Genesis 

2:7 ; "And the LORD God formed man of the 
dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a 
living soul." ... He breathed the breath of life 
into the man's nostrils, and the man became a 
living person." The Catholic Church believes that 
all human life begins at the moment of 
conception , and from that point has potential. * 


Scientific view 


Jacobs (2018) in his study on when Life 
begins,surveyed 2,899 American adults and 
asked to select the group most qualified to 
answer the question of when a human’s life 
begins. The majority selected biologists (81%), 
which suggested Americans primarily hold a 
descriptive view. Indeed, the majority justified 
their selection by describing biologists as 
objective scientists that can use their biological 
expertise to determine when a human's life 
begins. Academic biologists were recruited to 
participate in a study on their descriptive view 
of when life begins. A sample of 5,502 biologists 
from 1,058 academic institutions assessed 
statements representing the biological view ‘a 
human’s life begins at fertilization’. Overall, 95% 
of all biologists affirmed the biological view that 
a human's life begins at fertilization (5212 out 
of 5502) 


Legal view 


t Aristotle , A Greek Philosopher (384-322 
BC),Hippocrates,A Greek physician (460-370 
BC),Pythagoras,lonian Greek Philosopher (570-495 
BC).Steven Andrew Jacobs is a lecturer at University of 
Chicago - Department of Comparative Human 
Development; Illinois Right to Life "Biological Consensus 
on when Life begins" 
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The embryo protection law in force as of 
January 1, 1991, defines the beginning of life in 
a medical sense, to wit, the embryo is the 
fertilized egg cell capable of development 
already from the time of fertilization. 


2.PATTERNS 


When you're pregnant, what you eat and drink 


is the main source of nourishment for your baby. 


According to npr, Research shows that what a 
woman eats during pregnancy not only 
nourishes her baby in the womb, but may shape 
food preferences later in life. Through the blood 
vessels in the umbilical cord, the foetus receives 
all the necessary nutrition, oxygen, and life 
support from the mother through the placenta. 
Waste products and carbon dioxide from the 
fetus are sent back through the umbilical cord 
and placenta to the mother's circulation to be 
eliminated. 


Photo credit: Jonathan Dimes for Bat 





We are born into this world,and the foods of 
this world helps us in growth and 
development,a continuation of what begun in 
the womb.According to Medical News, Studies 
have found that as nutrition has improved over 
time, people have gotten taller. So, children 
that eat a diet rich in calcium, protein, and 
other nutrients will be able to maximize their 
potential for growth.Protein, for instance, plays 
a key role in healthy development while also 
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promoting tissue repair and immune 
function .Other micronutrients like calcium, 
vitamin D, magnesium, and phosphorus are 
involved in bone health, which is central to 
growth (Source : Pub Med Central) 


It is my hypothesis that to achieve permanence 
in the next stage which may be the final stage 

( but Paul gives hint of "ages to come.." ) ,the 
spirit of our mind must be renewed, and just 
like a caterpillar to a butterfly metamorphosing 
from its infancy to adulthood where it's 
liberated basking in glorious liberty,resting in 
the power of a life indestructible,becoming like 
the wind.The mind in this present life can be 
likened to a seed containing it's inherent 
powers ,powers that are attached to it's 
birthright as the Divine Mind's offspring (which 
Hellena asserts that , "as one drop of water 
points to the source whence it came from so 
does the spirit in man point to God-Spirit")Of 
the Divine Mind ,that Manly P Hall reveals in his 
famous work, The Secret Teachings of All Ages, 
as having sacrificed itself in order to become 
part of every living thing and Pythagoras 
perceived his deity as the "divine mind diffused 
in all living things" Building on those 
conceptualizations,| hold that as offsprings of 
the Divine Mind,which is our birthright ,we are 
caught in between or rather we are ina 
tussle.Whether to be alive in the body or our 
spirit. The two can't coexist peacefully and it is 
indeed evident as Paul states in Galatians 5:17. 


Either way ,one must pave way for the other to 
which Paul writes in Romans 8:19,Good News 
Bible ,the Body being dead in regards to it's 
passions and desires and the Spirit being alive 


2 ; nies 
npr.org/blood-circulation-in-pregnant-woman 





https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/foods-that-help-us- 
grow 





due to righteousness.So,the Body being 'dead' 
becomes a good ground and in Plato's 
words,the body becomes the "tomb of the 
soul" .The Body becomes the good ground on 
which the mind with it's seedlike inherent 
powers grows and develops through processes 
which are secretive and only known to the 
Divine Mind.Consciousness then becomes 
enlarged and heightened.The mind through 
sufferings grows,taking root in dry ground and 
is then liberated having lived it's life in service 
to the Divine Mind (which had already walked 
the path and now having preeminence) and 
restored to the Divine Mind's Bosom where it 
originated from.Basking in the Glorious 
Liberty.READ MY PREVIOUS ARTICLE 


Here is my Conceptualization 


Figure 1 


Figure 1 


Author's Brief Conceptualization 


Alex O. Ogeto 3 


Life's Secret Elixir:A Brief Conceptualization 





3.THE MIND AND IMMORTALITY 


"Let him that is endued with Mind know himself 
to be immortal and that the cause of death is 
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the love of the body; and let him learn all things 
that are, for he who has recognized himself 
enters into the state of Good."~ Divine 
Pymander 


The mind has often been associated with 
immortality among the old sages. The body has 
been viewed as being perishable and the love of 
the body has been seen as the cause of death 
with the body being subject to death even as 
the qoute from the Divine Pymander proves , 
"To the ignorant the body is supreme and they 
are incapable of realizing the immortality that is 
within them. Knowing only the body which is 
subject to death, they believe in death because 
they worship that substance which is the cause 
and reality of death. " 


With the body having a negative connotation 
attached towards it as is evident from this 
quote from Divine Pymander ," He who through 
the error of attachment loves his body, abides 
wandering in darkness, sensible and suffering 
the things of death, but he who realizes that the 
body is but the tomb of his soul, rises to 
immortality." 


,all efforts that would be invoke attachment to 
the body are discarded and now redirected 
towards the Mind which the Divine Pymander 
exhorts , "Learn deeply of the Mind and its 
mystery, for therein lies the secret of 
immortality." 


Immortality whose path is said to be "..hard, 
and only a few find it. The rest await the Great 
Day when the wheels of the universe shall be 
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape 
from the sheaths of substance. Woe unto those 
who wait, for they must return again, 
unconscious and unknowing, to the seed-ground 
of stars, and await a new beginning. Those who 
are saved by the light of the mystery which I 


have revealed unto you, O Hermes, and which | 
now bid you to establish among men, shall 
return again to the Father who dwelleth in the 
White Light, and shall deliver themselves up to 
the Light and shall be absorbed into the Light, 
and in the Light they shall become Powers in 
God. This is the Way of Good and is revealed 
only to them that have wisdom. " 


The over 1.2 Billion Catholics are often 
reminded during the Ash Wednesday Liturgy 
that ," Dust you are, and to dust you shall 
return." But according to Christian dogma, the 
return to dust is not the end of all things. In the 
words of the Nicene Creed, “We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come.” The Islamic tradition expresses 
a similar expectation: " I swear by the Day of 
Resurrection, and by the self-reproaching soul. 
Does man think We shall never put his bones 
together again? Indeed, We can remould his 
very fingers! Yet man would ever deny what is 
to come. “When will this be,” he asks, “this day 
of Resurrection?” But when the sight of mortals 
is confounded and the moon eclipsed; when sun 
and moon are brought together — on that day 
man will ask “Whither shall | flee?” No, there 
shall be no escape. For on that day all shall 
return to your Lord. " 


| think we can agree with Hermes that, "That 
which is good in us, longs to be set free. That 
which is evil, loves servitude & bondage." Which 
the Great Apostle Paul claims in Romans 7:25b 
'... So then with the mind ,I serve the Law of God 
but with the flesh the law of sin ." Paul talks 

of ,"the inward man who glories after the Law 
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"(Romans 7:22) .He also talks of the good he 
would want to do ,that he does not do and of 
the evil he would not want to do that he 
does.He then cries in anguish ," O wretched 
man!am,who shall deliver me from this body 
of death?" (Romans 7:24) 


In Christian Teaching ,the carnal mind (which in 
Paul's words is "hostile towards God") must be 
transformed and renewed ,in hermetical terms 
"transmuted" ,into a spiritual mind ,the mind 
that is focused on spiritual things for "where thy 
heart is ,thy treasure shall also be "."For to be 
carnaly minded is death". The Spiritual mind is 
in sync with the "Law of Spirit and of Life". 


It is this spiritual mind that is recipient of God's 
Mysteries visa viz the gospel. That becomes the 
gateway for us to be strenghtened by His Spirit 
in the inner man and according to the Riches of 
God's Glory,Christ dwelling in us by Faith,and 
now being rooted and grounded in Love,are 
able to comprehend with all other saints the 
breadth,length ,depth and height knowing 
Christ's Love which surpasses all knowledge 
that we may be filled with all the Fullness of 
God. (Ephesians 3:14-19) 


So technically it can be said that the secret of 
immortality lies in the mind. 
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3 Divine Pymander Corpus Hermeticum 
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